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Room 502 
140 Nassau Street 
New York City 


August 27, MCMXL. 


The Secretary. 
Tne Nusmimatic Society. 


New York City. 


Dear Sir:- 

May I ask you the favour of sending me sone 
printed material on the Society containing a list. of 
its present officers. 

Thanking you in advance for your kindness,, 


I remain, 


Respectfully yours, 


, 


Mids i i) e (London) e 


ee 


Room 502 
140 Nassau Street 
New York City 


Spt. 5, MCMXI, 


The Numismatie Society. 


New York City. 


Gentlemen:- 
It will give me great pleasure, if a meeting between 


at least two of the members of the Standing Committee om 
z 


Decorations, Insignia and War Medals and myself can be ar- 
ranged some time during the autumn, so that I may be enabled 
to lay before the Committee, and discuss, a plan for the fur- 
ther collection of Foreign Decorations, in which I take some 
interest and may possibly term myself an expert. 

I believe I could be of some not inconsiderable use 
to the Society in the way of saving money in enlarging this 
division of the Collections of the Society; and it will per- 
haps be remembered, that, some months ago, I had the pleasure 
of meeting one of the gentlemen in the office and discuss 
Foreign Orders with hin. 

It would be pleasant could I meet the members of the 
Committee in a near future. 


Respectfully yours,. 


FRITS V, HOLM, M.R.A,8, 
(Naval officer, journalist, explorer). 


Born in Denmark on July 23 1881 he is the elder son of the 
late Consul-General F. Holm of Copenhagen. He passed a preliminary 
examination at the Copenhagen University and received, 1895-1900, an 
officer's education in the Royal Danish Navy, visiting many countries 
on men-o'-war. Having seen the Paris Exposition of 1900, he went to 
the Far Fast and worked in Shanghai and Hankow in journalistic and 
commercial positions (1901-03), eventually accepting the posts of man- 
ager and editorial secretary of The Japan Daily Advertiser in Yokohama. 
In May 1904, during the Russo-Japanese war, he left Japan and returned 
to Denmark via U.S.A., where he visited the St. Louis World's Fair ag 
special correspondent, completirg in nearly four years his first cir- 
cumnavigation. From Sept. 1905 till Feb. 1907, he worked with the 
Potentia Press Organization in London under the Earl of Kintore and 
Sir Wm. Ramsey, frequently visiting the Continent; and in July 1906 
he represented The Associated Press at the Interparliamentary Peace 
Conference in the House of Lords. 


He is a life-member of the Royal Yacht Club (Copenhagen), of 
the Imperial Red Cross Societies of Russia and Japan (war medals) and 
of the Kihin Kai (Tokio); a member of the Royal Asiatic Society 
(London) and other scientific institutions and an Officier of the 
Venezuelan Order of the Libertador. He is the author of numerous 
articles on Far Eastern and other subjects, and he holds a Royal 
License as Sworn Interpreter, commanding: English, French, German 
and the three Scandinavian languages, besides knowing something of 
the Roman tongues and Chinese. 


At the age of 25 he obtained the capital for a scientific 
expedition into the interior of China. The result of THE HOLM-NESTORIAN 
EXPEDITION TO SIAN-FU 1907-08, which covered by caravan and water more 
than 2500 miles through little-known regions, was the bringing to 
civilization of a two-ton, ten feet high monolithic replica of the 
famous Nestorian Monument, of A. D. 781 - since July 1908 as a loan in 
the Metropolitan Museum in New York. "The Nestorian Monument" (The 
Open Court Publ. Co., Chicago, 1909) tells about the tablet and the 
expedition, through which he completed his second circumnavigation. 
Lack of time has prevented his accepting lecture invitations from 
Europe; but he has lectured, in English and French, in fifteen Uni- 
versities and Learned Institutions in U.S.A. and Mexico on his explor- 
ation work, about which hundreds of illustrated newsp&per and magazine 
articles have appeared, and of which mention has been made in The 
Encyclopaedia Britannica (11th ed.) and three American cyclopaedias, 


August MCMXI. 
140 Nassau Street, 
New York City. 


‘ October 5th, 1911, | 


Mr. Frite Vu Holm, — ; sr - 


140 Nassau Street, ree : ae 
New York. - ; = 
Dear Sir:- iT; : . | = 


ag delayed answering your letter of September Sth until I knew | 
positively the movements of the Chairman of our Committee on Decoration, 
Insignia and War Medals, who is at cease in Burope. I have heard from 
him a few days ago to the effect that he will be abroad until next Spring. 


Another member of the Committee lives ip Hartford, Connecticut, and as he. 


does not come to New York very often, and when he does come he is usually 
very much pressed for’ time, I.do not see how I can arrange a meeting he- 
tween Caatand that Committee for pie time this fall. I would, however, be 
glad to talk over the matter entioned in your letter with you if you 
‘should find it convenient to call here any day between eleven o'clock and 


four. 


Very truly yours, 


7 Director. 


Room 502 
140 Nassau Street = 
New York City . 


October 6th, MCMXI. 


Bauman L. Relden, Esq. 
Director The Numismatic Society. 


New York City. 


Dear Sir:- 
Many thanks for your letter of yesterday. 


Since writing you on Spt. 5th I have had the pleasure 


of being introduced to Mr. S.H.F.Fell by Colonel] Robert. M, . 


Thompson, and I have said a few words about my plan, 

Mr, Fell however is temporarily away, but said, that. 
he wanted to have further discussions with me, when he returned. 
He also spoke of the possibility of my delivering before the 


Society a lecture on Foreign Orders of Knighthood ete. - a sug- 
gestion, which he very kindly offered himself, 


I think it would be splendid if the very good collec- 
tion of Foreign Orders now at hand could be enlarged and im- 
proved upon so as to become one the finest in the world, and I 


think, that I have a way, where at comparatively small expense 
a lot of Orders and Insignia might be obtained. This plan I 


shall discuss with Mr. kell when I see him again. In the meanti- 
me I trust that I shall have time to come to the office and have 
a talk with you about the same questions, 

Very truly yours,, 


ub V, law . 


Fn.D,. ete, 


Y 


MR.HOLM 


14 JOHN ST. 
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M75 1 Oct. 26, MCMXL, 


a 


B.L,.Belden, Esq. 


Director American Numismatie Seciety. 


My dear Sir:- 
The book I am myself sending for is: 
L.J.Trest:; Die Ritter-und Verdienst orden \ke .&e. 
By sending Marks 21.50 to 
Verlagsbuchhandlung von J.J.WHBER, Leipzig, Saxony, 
you should receive the book postfree, 
Yours sincerely, 


abs V. Hols. 


PH.D. ete, 


_ “. . = Sokeber 27th, 1981. 


Ur. Frits V. Role, 
140 Nassau Street, 

New York. 

My dear Sir:- . | 
any Sani for your letter of October 2éth giving the 

title of the took on foreiscn orders, IT will send for it in the course 
of a few days, eae direct or tnrough a party in Germany who wee 
tains a good many books for us. Should I write direct to the Publish- 


er, I will certainly wention your name. 


Very sincerely yours, 


\ 
Director, 


July 9th, 1912, 


Mr. Frits V. Holm, 
| 140 Nassau Street, 
New York. 
Dear Sir:- 
As you spoke of coming up here some day thi's 
week to see Mr. Belden, I beg to advise you that Mr. Bel- 
den will not be back until next week. 
Very truly yours, 


March 17th, 1914, 


Mr. Fritz v Holm, 

14 John Street, 

New York, 

Dear Mr. Holm:- 
3 I run across something that puzzled me somewhat the other day, and 
ike. baccneee to me that possibly you misht be able to throw a little Light upon 
it. Sometime ago we secured the hiicws ‘ined plague of the Order of the Rust 
of Bolivar, which, I believe, you ‘saw the Last time you were up here. This ob- 
verse ore in the centre the portrait of Bolivar similar to the obverse of the 
badge of the order, and enameled in the same color. Later we secured the second 
class plague smaller in size and in the centre the arms of Venezuela similar to 
the reverse of the badge, but without enamel. I thought then that we had about 
everything of that order until a little later} got another plaque, the same in 
gize and appearance as the first class plaque, but having in the centre the rer 
verse of the badge with enamel. I have, therefore, felt somewhat in doubt as to 
whether the first class placue was used with both the obverse and reverse of the 
‘badse, or whether the second class plaque was issued in two ‘sizes and styles dif- 
tering so much. If you can tell me anything about this, I will appreciate it very 
much. | 


We have a meetinz up here on Thursday evening. I sent you a card a few 


days ago. Should you feel inclined to drop in you would be very welcome. 


With kindest 


. 


% 


7 Eo He. 


é 


My Jaen Ue, BW, Br | Sad pe 
To (me 10 kaapin might 


MR. HOLM 


rere, w & i the. | er aA 


14 JOHN ST. 


(tel, chal a Hn | 
(Raolivon uaa (pa ee 


‘Tuy V, 


[9.14 


fete... Noverber 15th, 1914. a 


eat iu, tn -the ety. hake 
elling a Ae pice inthe case the Order of 
at Pascer of Merit wae ap entirchy different decor x 
hy a case where it happens thet we jare both righty <4 
rete of the ‘second class of the Order of Merit which 
i; ewerd for travery to the native Indian forces, ‘This | a 


Heth order to mpegs yeu have reference was, estab 


ide more or Less inforwal hagittok on the evening of 
sh ronth erceot during the ‘summery fe are planning in future — 
some particular. subject for exhivition and dtscussion, and 
of ot menbers or a to contribute either in the way of ex 


‘tf have hes ied with Mr. aaitre the ayia 
ening to the ‘subject of decorations, war wedals and insisnia, This 
Dace, gbich interests you, and it occurred to we that you might 

Little to ‘say to ue on that Occasion. Next time I ‘see you I would be 


L getting cuite a few interesting things Lately. I ‘suppose you netice 
bah cases. 
g to see you do before long, and with kind regards, I an, 
Very ‘sincerely yours, 


~ 


November 14th, 1914, 


Dear Mr. Belden:- 

I am very happy to have your letter of yesterday,, 
but I must say, that the words “Order of Merit" (O.M.) in Great 
Britain to-day signifies something so extraordinarly high, that 
the same designation can hardly be used for any other British 
decoration, The Takowo Order of Servia is defunct. 

Yes - your coliections are certainly getting more and 
more interesting, and I hope soon to come and see you again. LD 
saowd Jike to come some day, when Mr, Saltus and/or Mr.Pell 


are also with you, 


Past. ; MueRe ke Se 


BAUMAN L. BELDEN EQS, 


November 18th, 1914, 


= 2 


Mr. Prits.V. Hold, 


. 
x 


14 Jobn Street, 

New York. 
Dear Mr. Holm 

I was very glad to get your letter of Noverber 14th, and hope 
to have the pleasure of seeing you some day soon. : 

Mr. Saltus is now in New York, and coméa up here very frequent- 
Ly, tut I seldom know ahead of time when he is eorin3s, 1 will probe 
ably see him tomorrow, and if I can tie him down to a.date a few days 


ahead, I will let you know. 


With kind regards, I ar, 


. Very sincerely yours, 


My dear Mr. Beldens- 


I have just received from London the enclosed cir- 


cular woieh I am certain wil] prove of interest. 


If I may suggest it. - tho’ an outsider - 2 would send 


cr 
Qo 


H, Trendeil Esq., M.V.0. 
Lord Chamterlain's Office 
St.edanefs Palace,,. 
London SeWe 
England, 
a draft for J] shillings and 2 pence in pre-payment for 
book mentioned in the circular, inasmuch as I am rather 
vinced that the book (unless you have it) contains a great deal 
of interesting material about orders and decorations and the 
proper manner of wearing tnem, 
Will you ley me know what you do and mention my name 
if you writ-e to Mr. Trendeil, 
I should also Jike to have the circwlar returned, 
Hoping te see you on Monday, I remain,, 


Sincerely yours, 


PheD,, M,.R Aa Se 


Baw lou Beil (ert Es ie 


December 4th, 1914. 


Mr. Frits V. Holm, 
24 John Street, 

New York. 
Dear Mr. Holm:- 

Many thanks for your letter and the prespectus of the beok. 
Mr. Saltus was here te-d-y, and I handed him the prospectus, He said 
he thought he had a copy of the book, and wuld lock when he got back 
to his hotel. I will return the prespectus to you when I see you Mon- 
day evening when I will know ali about it. 

With kindest regards, I au, 

Very sincerely yours, 


. Mr..Frits V. Holm,. : 
14 John Street,, — ; 
} How Yorke. 
My dear Mr.. Holm:+ 
‘Meny thanks for the ribbon.. It was received on Saturdays. 
andimmediately put on the medal where it belonged, but as T had 
to go to a sale Saturday mein did not take the time to 
write to you thene , 


As you will see by ‘Sm, enclosed card, we-are going in a way , — 
to still stick to the same subject for our next mecting, which a 
is next Saturday afternoon. Should it be convenient for youto 
come up,.we would be exceedingly glad to see you. If you do come 
I do not want to forget to find out what’ you oan tell about a cer-_ . 
tain deceration that is among those that Mr..Preskey has on ae 
ition here, ,and which has ¥ine~of stumped both Mr. Saltus and my-— ‘ 
self. is: 

With kind regardg,I an, : 


Very sincerely yours, 


TELEGRAMS: SPINK, LONDON. 


WEJ/MEH. 
Teimenom em Pic&aDiILLy, REGENT 5!9. 


Kine ST, GERRARD 8426, 


SPINK & SON, L® core wre. 


By APPOINTMENT TO 


MM THe Kike. I7 & 18, PiccaDiLty, LONDON. W. 


AND AT 6, KING ST, ST JAMEs’s, S.W. 


ist February, 1915. 


S 
pritt ¥. Holm, Esq., 
14, John Street, 
NEW YORK. 


Dear Sir, 


In reply to your enquiry re Indian Decorations, 


| we beg to say that we have no knowledge of the one you 


mention. 


Several Indian States have instituted Orders 


of Merit, which are, however, only conferred within their 


own dominions. 


Yours obediently, 
For SPINK & SON, LTD. 
y 


Sea 


Concern Rapsathala Jeconaltor, 


ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE COMPANY. 


Mr. Frits V..Holm,, . S Ss ae 
14 John Street, ? Se 
Yow York. — pages , | 
Dear Mr. Sebaix : . oe 


Many thenks for the seeuhe you have taken segnading ‘the an ’ 
Kapurthale decoration, I presume we will get definite information — 
regarding it in time, and,,in the meantime,. via tlie an ac 
a little patience. ; | et : ee 

With kind regards, and hoping that you will find time to 
take a trip up here in the near future, I am, 
| Mos$ cordially yours, 


a 


DR. FRITS V. HOLM, G.0.C.M., K.C.L.O., M.R,A.S.. 
( Navigator, explorer, writer, lecturer ) 


Decorated with the Grand Cross with Swords of t 
St.Cyrillus and St.Methodius (HOLY SEE), the Kni bP icnkinasdr tee 
and Star of the Order "El Busto del Libertador" U.S. of VENEZUELA) 
the II Class of the Royal Red Cross (SPAIN), the Knight's Cross of ’ 
the Royal Order of the Redeemer (GREECE) and with other decorations 
ths gall from RUSSIA, FRANCE, JAPAN, BELGIUM, LIECHTENSTEIN and 


Born near Copenhagen, Denmark, July 23, 1881. Elder son of 
the late Consul-General Frederik P. and Emma G. M. (Bording) Holm. 
Unmarried; Lutheran. Passed a preliminary examination at the Copen- 
hagen University and received (1895-1900) an officer's education in 
the ROYAL DANISH NAVY, visiting many countries on men-o'-war, but 
resigning after passing his navigator's examination, and before be- 
ing commissioned. After seeing the Paris Exposition (1900) he went 
to the Far Hast while still 19, working in Shanghai and Hankow in 
journalistic and ccommercial positions (1901-3) and later as manager 
of the Japan Daily Advertiser at Yokohama, In 1904, during the Russo- 
Japanese war, he left Japan for Denmark via U.S.A., where he visited 
the St.Louis World's Fair as correspondent, completing in 41 months 
his first circumnavigation. He was engaged in special journalistic 
work in London (1905-7) under the Earl of Kintore, G.C.M.G., Sir 
Wm. Ramsay, K.C.B., and others, frequently visiting the Continent. In 
July 1906 he represented the Associated Press at the Interparliamen- 
tary Peace Conference in the House of Lords, where, as on many 
other occasions, he met statesmen and leaders from all over the world. 


At the age of 25 Mr. Holm organized and commanded a scien- 
tific mission into the interior of China. The archaeologic result of 
THE HOLM-NESTORIAN EXPEDITION TO SIAN-FU (1907-8), which covered by 
caravan and native houseboat more than 2500 miles over little known 
ground, was the bringing to western civilization, in spite of at- 
tempted assassination, illness and intrigues, of a two-ton, ten-foct 
monolithic replica of the famous Nestorian Monument of A.D.781 -- now 
as a loan in the Metropolitan Museum in New York. "The Nestorian Mon- 
ument® (Open Court Publ. Co., Chicago, '09) describes the tablet, its 
Syro-Chinese inscription and the expedition, through which he com- 
pleted his second circumnavigation in 15 months. He has lectured, in 
3 languages, in 31 Universities and Institutions in U.S.A., Canada 
and Mexico on his explorations, about which numbers of illustrated 
articles have appeared and mention has been made in the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica (under Sigan-fu), the various "Who's Who"s, etc.,etc., He 
is the author of papers on Far Hastern and other subjects, a Doctor 
of Philosophy, 2a (Boy) Scout Commissioner, and a contributor to 
Petermanns Mitteilungen (Gotha). He holds a Royal Danish License as 
Sworn Interpreter-Translator and is considered a linguist as well as 
an expert on Chinese ceramics and certain numismatic questions. 


He is a gold-medalist, an honorary, a corresponding, a life 
and an ordinary member of 12 scientific and humane societies and 
academies in 8 countries, including membership in the Royal Asiatic 
Society (London). His clubs are the Royal Yacht Club (Copenhagen) and 


the Authors’ Club (London). 


February 1915. 
14 John Street, New York City. 
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? i en “May 4th, 1915. 


Mr. Frits V. Holm, 
| “14 John Street, 
} Mew York. } 
Dear Mr. Holm?= Ne AE a he . 
Your letter of May Srd reuched me ‘thie morning,.but os I dia not 


get here until after ten, and I found a numbe x of Ayings 8 waiting for ne. ; ; ee 
that rt could not put off, it was not possible for me to Zo ‘down to the a 


Ritz Carlton at eleven o'elock.. We will, therefore, have to wait some 
other opportunity of identifying the Kapurthale decorations 

Thanking, you very much for the trouble you heave taken sagasaina 
this, and hoping that you may find it convenient to attend our necting, 


on Thursday evening, I am, - Ps 
| Very sincerely yours, 


= '* ®t Ai s2 
fey "Oth CTY 


6/4/17 


My dear Mr, Wood:- 
I'm back from Italy and Florida, and I send you and | 
President Newel] my vest regards, 
In my mail I find a desire to the following effect, — 
that the gentleman mentioned below wil] probably be glad to © 
join the socisty: a 
coins. M.D, de MONTEFORTE 2 
GUATEMALA CITY = 
GUATEOTALA, 

His mail should be registered and I suggest that my 
mame be mentioned, if you send him the conditions and some li- 
terature about the "Numismatic", : 
The Nestorian Stone is now permanently in iets as 
the Pone's property. 


Sincerely yours, - 


wa 8 


ae 
Na) 


14 JOHN STREET 
NEW YORK 


1211.18 


Dear and numismatic Sir:;- 

_ Just a line which I intended sending after I saw 
you last on the background of the magnificent Cuban exhibi« 
tion to inform you that, should you have opportunity to en- 
gross any diploma or thé like, the name of our Cuban friend 
in official style is; 

In Spanish: 
Excmoe Sre Doctor Don Eugenio Sdnehez de Fuentes y Pelaez. 
In English; 
His ExcelleneyDrs Eugenio Sdnchez de Fuentes y Peleez. 

Isn't that tind, and arn't you glad to hava is such 
correct style ? 

Bray; let me know, if anything is done to recompense 
Dr.» de Fuentes for his great interest end generosity. 

Always, 


Very sincerely yours, 


November 7th, 1918. 


‘Mr. Frits Holn, 
14 John Street, 
New York. 


Dear ahd decorated Sir:- 


I should have answered your letter before “but = 
"“fiu" hus delayed the game. , 


I find that Dr. Fuentes was made a @orresponding 
Member of our Society several months ago, and seems 
duly eppreciativé’ of the pes 


Our Honorary Membership is now restricted wholly 
to those who have actually done good and noble work 
strictly in numismatics. 

Many thanks for Dr. Fuentes full &itle, and I 


will have it put on his membership card in case any- 
thing comes up. 


< 


Yours very truly, 


Curator. 


THE HON. FRITS HOLM 


GiGOIM,, G:C:C.M., K.C.R, KGS, LED, D:G.E. 


Navigator, Explorer, Writer, Lecturer 


14 JOHN STREET 
NEW YORK 


a 


Published by 
THE J. B- POND LYCEUM BUREAU 


50 East 42nd Street, New York 


For addresses and illustrated lectures apply to the 
¥. B. Pond Lyceum Bureau, 50 East gand 
Street, New York, or to Dr. Holm, 

14 John Street, New York. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
Fanuary, 1919 
R. HOLM is decorated with the Grand 
Cross (for services during the great 
war) of the Order of Honour and 
Merit (Cuba); with the Grand Cross 
with Swords of St. Cyril and St. 
Methodius and the Knight-Commander Cross 
of the Order of St. Sylvester (Holy See); the 
Grand Officer’s Badge and Star of the Order 
of the Liberator (U. S. of Venezuela); the 
Knight-Commander Cross of the Royal Order 
of the Redeemer (Greece); the Coronation 
Medal and Royal Red Cross (Spain); the Cam- 
bodgian Medal of Merit in Gold (France); and 
with additional decorations from Belgium, 
Cuba, -France, Holy See, Japan, Portugal, 
Russia, Spain, etc., in all 28, conferred from 
1902-18. 

Born at Charlottenlund, Copenhagen, Den- 
mark, July 23, 1881. Elder son of the late 
Consul-General Frederik P. and Emma G. M. 
(Bording) Holm. Confirmed in the Lutheran 
Church, 1895. Unmarried. Passed a prelim- 
inary examination at the Copenhagen Uni- 
versity and received (1895-1900) an officer’s 
education in the Danish ROYAL NAVY, 
visiting many countries on men-o’-war, re- 
signing after passing his navigator’s examina- 
tion and before being commissioned. While 
14 he served with the present King of Norway 
on a five months’ cruise to the Danish West 
Indies. After visiting the Paris Exposition 
(1900) he went, while still 19, to the Far East 
under an arrangement made by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Marie of Denmark. He 
worked in Shanghai and Hankow in journal- 
istic and commercial positions, and later as 
executive of the Japan Daily Advertiser at 
Yokohama. In 1904, when the Russo-Japanese 
war was in full swing, he left Japan for Den- 
mark, via the U. S. A., where he visited the 
St. Louis World’s Fair as special correspon- 
dent, completing in 4r months his first circum- 
navigation of the globe. He was engaged in 
special journalistic work in London (1905-7) 
under the Earl of Kintore, G. C. M. G., Sir 
William Ramsay, K, C. B., Sir Rider Haggard, 
and others, frequently visiting the Continent. 
In July 1906 he represented the Associated 
Press at the Interparliamentary Peace Con- 
ference in the House of Lords, acting also as 
assistant to William J. Bryan, later Secretary 
of State, when, as on many other occasions, he 
met statesmen and diplomats from all over the 


world. During the beginning of the great war 
he again visited London (autumn 1914) for 
the Associated Press. 

When 25, Dr. Holm organized and com- 
manded a scientific mission into the far interior 
of China. The archaeologic result of THE 
HOLM-NESTORIAN EXPEDITION TO 
SIAN-FU (1907-8), which covered by caravan 
and native houseboat more than 2500 miles of 
little-travelled ground, was the bringing to 
western civilization, in spite of attempted 
assassination, illness and intrigues, of a TWO- 
TON, ten foot, monolithic Replica in ooli- 
tiferous limestone of the famous Nestorian 
Monument of A. D. 781, exhibited (1908-16): 
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 
president: J. Pierpont Morgan; director: Sir 
Purdon Clarke, K. C. V. O. Since January, 
1917, the Replica, representing a total outlay 
of $22,000, has been permanently and worthily 
placed, resting on a large block of marble 
which bears a Latin inscription, in the world’s 
foremost Christian museum, THE LATERAN 
PALACE, in Rome, an American convert hav- 
ing acquired title to it for presentation to Pope 
Benedict XV. At the donor’s request Dr. 
Holm took the Replica, which he transported 
in all more than twenty thousand miles, from 
New York to Genoa during the submarine war, 
making the presentation of the Monument at 
the first (Nov. 26, 1916),eof his two private 
audiences of the Pontiff. The Pope graciously 
gave him his autographed portrait, an example 
followed by Cardinals Gasquet and Falconio, 
and, half a year later, President Woodrow 
Wilson likewise honoured Dr. Holm with a 
signed photograph. 

At some financial sacrifice Dr. Holm pre- 
sented (1910-5) reproductions of the Nestorian 
Monument to six Governments including Den- 
mark, and he allowed Yale University a 
seventh at cost. He intends to present a num- 
ber of reproductions to interested Govern- 
ments after peace is signed. “The Nestorian 
Monument” (Open Court Publ. Co., Chicago, 
1909), describes the STELA, its Christian 
Syro-Chinese inscription of 2000 ideographs in 
matchless Tang Dynasty (A. D. 618-906) cal- 
ligraphy, and the expedition, through which he 
completed his second circumnavigation. He 
has delivered illustrated lectures, in three 
languages, in 38 universities and institutions in 
Denmark, the U. S. A., Canada, Italy, and 
Mexico (private audience of President Diaz, 
spring, 1911), on his explorations, which were 
commended in writing by such men as Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, Hs. Excll. Prof. Vilhelm 
Thomsen, Archbishop Ireland, Andrew D. 
White, Orazio Marucchi, Friedrich Hirth, 
P. Y. Saeki, and many others, and about which 
hundreds of illustrated articles have appeared, 
and mention been made in the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica (Sigan-fu), the Encyclopaedia 


Americana (Sian-fu), various “Who’s Who” 
here and abroad, and in other standard works. 

Dr. Holm is a former editor of the “Records 
of the Past” (Washington); a literary critic on 
The New York Times (1909-12); a staff con- 
tributor to The Copenhagen, a great Danish 
Daily, to Petermanns Mitteilungen (Gotha) 
and, since April, 1917, to Leslie’s Weekly. He 
served as a (Boy) Scout Commissioner (1913- 
6), and was Chief of Naval Staff of the volun- 
teer First Aviation Corps (1914-7). Since 1905, 
he has been a Royal Sworn Interpreter-Trans- 
lator under the Danish Government; and he 
holds honorary doctorates in Civil Law, Phil- 
osophy and Laws. He is the author. of many 
papers on Far Eastern and other subjects, and 
is considered a linguist, an expert on Chinese 
archaeology and art, and on certain heraldic 
questions. He is a gold-medallist, an honorary, 
a corresponding, a life and an ordinary mem- 
ber of 22 scientific and humane societies and 
academies (royal and otherwise) in II 
countries, including membership in the Royal 
Asiatic Society (London). His clubs are The 
Authors’ (London), Thomas Hardy, O. M., 
president, and the Royal Yacht Club (Copen- 
hagen), of which H. M. King Christian, K. E., 
is the head. 

After the U. S. entered the war, April 6th, 
1917, Dr. Holm went to Washington within a 
week to volunteer for the Navy; but his being 
a foreigner prevented Secretary Daniels and 
Secretary of State Lansing, with both of whom 
he conferred, from accepting his services. He 
then went to Scandinavia for a year as Ameri- 
can correspondent, his third venture in Europe 
during the great war, remaining absent from 
April, 1917, till May, ro18. In that month he 
was appointed, under the War and Navy De- 
partment in Havana, Delegate-General and 
Hon. Commissioner abroad of the Cuban Red 
Cross, Hs. Excll. Dr. de Fuentes, G. C. O. M., 
Secretary-General, a post he still occupies, 
having recently been decorated by and elected 
an honorary member of the Cuban Red Cross 
in recognition of his war work. 

His public activities brought him, before he 
was 30, more honours from Sovereigns and 
Governments than ever received by any other 
Dane of that age. The inevitable envy and 
resultant slander and libel, he successfully 
prosecuted in the New York Law Courts 
(1910-2), exacting an unreserved apology, 
widely published, from the offending, Danish 
editor. His Knight-Commander Cross of the 
Order of St. Sylvester from the reigning Pope, 
an honour given for services in diplomacy and 
science, is said to constitute the highest decora- 
tion conferred by the Vatican upon a Danish 
citizen since the Reformation, as well as the 
highest ever bestowed by the Holy See on a 
non-Catholic in the United States, 

January, 1910. 
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January, 1920 
R. HOLM is decorated with the Grand 
Cross (for services during the great 
war) of the Order of Honour and 
Merit (Cuba); with the Grand Cross 
with Swords of St. Cyril and St. 
Methodius and the Knight-Commander Cross 
of the Order of St. Sylvester (Holy See); the 
Grand Officer’s Badge and Star of the Order 
of the Liberator (U.. S. of Venezuela); the 
Knight-Commander “Cross of the Royal Order 
of the Redeemer (Greece); the Coronation 
Medal and Royal Red Cross (Spain) ; the Cam- 
bodgian Medal of Merit in Gold (France) ; and 
with additional decorations from Belgium, 
Cuba, France, Holy See, Japan, Liechtenstein, 
Mexico, Portugal. Russia and Spain, in all 28, 
conferred from 1902-18. 


Born at Charlottenlund, Copenhagen, Denmark, 
July 23, 1881. Elder son of the late Consul- 
General Frederik P. and Emma G. M. (Bording) 
Holm. Confirmed in the Lutheran Church, 1895. 
Married, at New Yerk, Oct. 9, 1919, Marguerite 
M. Green, only child of Warren L. Green, presi- 
dent of the American Bank Note Co., and 
Jeanne M. (Thierry) Green. Passed a prelim- 
inary examination at the Copenhagen Uni- 
versity and received (1895-1900) an officer’s 
education in the Danish ROYAL NAVY, 
visiting many countries on men-o’-war, and re- 
signing after passing his navigator’s examina- 
tion but before being commissioned. While 14 
he served with the present King of Norway on 
a five months’ cruise to the Danish West Indies. 
After visiting the Paris Exposition (1900) he 
went, while still 19, to the Far East under an 
arrangement made by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Marie of Denmark. He worked in 
Shanghai and Hankow in journalistic and com- 
mercial positions, and later as executive of the 
Japan Daily Advertiser at Yokohama. In 1904, 
when the Russo-Japanese war was in full swing, 
he left Japan for Denmark, via the U. S. A, 
where he visited the St. Louis World’s Fair as 
special correspondent, completing in 41 months 
his first circumnavigation of the globe. He was 
engaged in special journalistic work in Lon- 
don (1905-7) under the Earl of Kintore, 
G,.C.M.G., Sir William Ramsay, K.C.B., Sir 
Rider Haggard, and others, frequently visiting 
the Continent. In July, 1906, he represented 
the Associated Press at the Interparliamentary 
Peace Conference in the House of Lords, acting 
also as assistant to the Hon. William J. Bryan, 


LL.D., later Secretary of State, where, as or 
many other occasions, he met statesmen and 
diplomats from all over the world. During the 
beginning (Sept. 1914) of the great war he 
again visited London for the Associated Press 
as war-correspondent. 


When 25, Dr. Holm organized and com- 
manded a scientific mission into the far in- 
terior of China. The principal archaeologic 
result of THE HOLM-NESTORIAN EX- 
PEDITION TO SIAN-FU (1907-8), which 
covered by caravan and native houseboat more 
than 2500 miles of little-travelled ground, was 
the bringing to western civilization, in spite 
of attempted assassination, illness and in- 
trigue, of the only TWO-TON, ten foot, 
monolithic Replica in oolitiferous limestone 
of the famous Nestorian Monument of A. D. 
781, exhibited (1908-16) in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York, president: ye 
Pierpont Morgan, LL.D.; director: Sir Pur- 
don Clarke, K.C.V.O. Since January, 1917, 
the Replica, representing a total outlay of 
$22,000, has been permanently and worthily 
placed, resting on a large block of marble 
which bears a Latin inscription, in the 
world’s foremost Christian museum, THE 
LATERAN PALACE, Rome, an American 
convert having acquired title to it for presen- 
tation to Pope Benedict XV. At the donor’s 
request Dr. Holm took the Replica, which he 
transported in all more than twenty thousand 
miles, from New York to Genoa during the 
submarine war, making the presentation of 
the monument at the first (Nov. 26, 1916) of 
his two private audiences of the Pontiff. 


Dr. Holm presented (1910-5) reproductions 
of the Nestorian Monument to six Govern- 
ments, including Denmark, and he allowed 
Yale University a seventh at cost. He has 
arranged to present a number of such repro- 
ductions to interested Governments after 
peace is established. “The Nestorian Monu- 
ment” (Open Court’ Publ. Co., Chicago, 1909), 
describes’ the STELA, its Christian Syro- 
Chinese inscription of 2000 ideographs in 
matchless Tang Dynasty (A. D. 618-906) cal- 
ligraphy, and the expedition, through which 
he completed his second circumnavigation. 
He has delivered illustrated lectures, in three 
languages, in 38 universities and institutions 
in Denmark, U. S. A., Canada, Italy and Mex- 
ico (private audience of President Diaz, Mch. 
30, 1911), on his explorations, which were 
commended in writing by Theodore Roosevelt, 
Hs. Excll. Prof. Vilhelm Thomsen, Arch- 
bishop Ireland, Andrew D. White, Comm. 
Orazio Marucchi, Friedrich Hirth, P._ Y. 
Saeki, and many others, and about which 
hundreds of illustrated articles have appeared, 
and mention been made in the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica (Sigan-fu), the Encyclopaedia 
Americana (Sian-fu), various “Who’s Who 


here and abroad, and in other standard works. 


Dr. Holm is a former editor of the “Records 
of the Past” (Washington); a literary critic 
on The New York Times (1909-12); a staff 
contributor to The Copenhagen, a great Dan- 
ish Daily, to Petermanns Mitteilungen 
(Gotha) and, since April, 1917, to Leslie’s 
Weekly. He served as a (Boy) Scout Com- 
missioner (1913-6), and was ‘Chief of Naval 
Staff of the volunteer First Aviation Corps 
(1914-7). Since 1905, he has been a Royal 
Sworn Interpreter-Translator under the Dan- 
ish Government; and he holds honorary 
doctorates in Civil Law, Philosophy, Juris- 
prudence and Laws. He is the author of 
many papers on Far Eastern and other sub- 
jects, and is considered a linguist, an expert 
on Chinese archaeology and art, and on cer- 
tain international heraldic questions. He is 
a gola-medallist, an honorary, a correspond- 
ing, a life and an ordinary member of 22 
scientific and humane societies and academies 
(royal and otherwise) in 11 countries. His 
clubs are The Authors’ (London), Thomas 
Hardy, O.M., president, and the Royal Yacht 
Club (Copenhagen), of which H. M. King 
Christian X, K. E., is the head. 

When the U. S. entered the war, April 6th, 
1917, Dr. Holm went to Washington within a 
week to volunteer for the Navy; but his being 
a foreigner prevented Secretary Daniels and 
Secreiary of State Lansing, with both of whom 
he conferred, from accepting his services. He 
then went to Scandinavia for a year as Ameri- 
can war-correspondent, his third venture in 
Europe during the great war, remaining ab- 
sent from April, 1917, till May, 1918. In that 
month he was appointed, under the War and 
Navy Department in Havana, Delegate-Gen- 
eral and Hon. Commissioner abroad of the 
Cuban Red Cross, Hs. Excll, General Varona, 
G.C.O.M., Chief of Staff, president, resigning 
in May, 1919, having then been decorated by 
and elected an honorary member of the Cuban 
Red Cross in recognition of his war work. 

His public activities brought him, before he 
was 30, more honours from Sovereigns and 
Governments than ever received by any other 
Dane of that age. The inevitable envy, with 
its resultant slander and printed libel, he suc- 
cessfully prosecuted in the New York Law 
Courts, exacting an unreserved apology, 
widely published (1912), from the offending 
Danish editor. His Knight-Commander 
Cross of the Order of St. Sylvester from the 
reigning Pope, an honour given for services 
in diplomacy and science, is said to constitute 
the highest decoration conferred by the Vati- 
can upon a Danish citizen since the Reforma- 
tion, as well as the highest ever bestowed 
by the Holy See on a non-Catholic in the 
United States. 
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THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC soda 


Broadway between 155th and 156th Streets 
NEW YORK 
OFFICE OF THE CURATOR April 22nd, 1920. 


The Hon. Frits Holm, @.C.0.M., LL.D., | 
14 John Street, City. 


My dear Doctor Holm:- 


Referring to our conversation about your contemplated com- 

piling, editing and publishing of an illustrated after-—war book on 

"ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD AND OTHER DECORATIONS OF ALL NATIONS", 
‘I venture to express the opinion that such a volume is greatly 
needed, not only because no such modern inclusive work exists in 
the English language, but also because the Great War has brought 
about the abolition of a number of Orders, while many new ones 
have been created. 


Furthermore, almost a decade of frequent consultation 
with you, during which period you have time and again served this 
Society snd its international collection of insignia by giving us 
freely of your rare knowledge in this field, makes me state un- 
hesitatingly that I know of no person, who could undertake the 
writing of the volume you contemplate with more success or greater 
authority than you can. 


That such a book would pay handsomely at this particular 
time, when literally thousands of Americans have received decora— 
tions from Foreign Governments for war-service, is self-evident, 
and its financial potentialities abroad, where the question of 
orders and decorations has always been one of vast public inter- 
est, would probably even surpass those in our own country. 


Wishing you great success in this important literary 
undertaking, I remain, believe me, 


Very sincerely yours, 
(signed) HOWLAND WOOD, 


Curator, 


The Hon. Frits sion G.C. 0,0. LL.D. 
* “"U4 John Stre "Odty » : 
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That such a book would pey handsomely at this ssaiitieen 
ula® time, when literally thousands of Americans have received 
decorations from Voreign Governments for war-gervice, is self 

evident, and its financial potentialities abroad, where the c 
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would probably even surpass those in our own country. 
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Wishing. you groat success in this important literary 
undertaking, I remain, believe mo, | : 


Very ‘sincerely yours, | 


‘ 


Curator. ‘ 


Dre Frits Holm 
i4 John Street 
New York City 
Dear Dre Holms 
Thank you for the two pamphlets which 
you so kindly sent for cur Library. They 
promise to be very useful, and I am very 
glad indeed to have them. | 
_ Our section devoted te Orders and De- 
Gorations is gradually growing in size and 
importance, and we appreciate such help as 
your gift affords. 
Very truiy yours, 


ao 
Librarian & Secretary 


— BPN/Z 


August 30th, 1923 


Lieut.-General, His ‘Highness Pri Llhelm, — 
Prince Holm, Duke of 1 Roaachine, 0.0404, 6.CaHeSs, 
Suite 1911, Hotel St. <i 
Fifth Avenue & Fictpeviste Street 
New ahaa New York 


Dear Sir: 


At the meeting of the Gounet’ rd the . 
Numismatic Society, held on October 11 the 
memory of deed wife, of her Cross as, rusty | 
Military, Constantinian Order of St. atin r on, _ 
by our Curator. mae 5 


ce. Pi 
tee 


This evidence of your interest in our Society was 7 


sue 
a — 
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much appreciated by the Council, and it was that es. 
I communicate to you their thanks for your to on. ae 
collection of etal and for the generous spirit whi ah ine 


prompted ite - 
Very truly yours, 


Presidente 


eS RE os 

The condition of Prince Fritz- 
Vilhelm Holm, Danish explorer, lec- 
turer and writer, who is suffering 
from double pneumonia at the Hotel 
St. Regis, became so serious last 
night that his personal physician, 
Dr. Ernest Eaton of 53 West Eighty- 


third street, called in another physi- 
cian, Dr. Lynn Boyd, for: consulta- 
tion. 

Prince Holm, who has been in this 
country since last fall, says he has 
never worn an overcoat in his life, 
Dr. Eaton reported. The physician 
said today that he found that the 
patient had been suffering from 
pneumonia for four days, refusing to 
go to bed, before he was summoned. 


Se 


‘ NEW YORK TIMES. 


F. V. HOLM DEAD; 
DANISH EXPLORER 


Saccumbs to Pneamonia—Had 
Many Titles, Among Them 
That of Prince. 


Frits Vilhelm Holm, Danish ex- 
plorer and traveler, died yesterday 
morning at the St. Regis Hotel in his 
forty-ninth year. Double lobar pneu- 
monia developed on Thursday from a 
cold which is thought to have been 
contracted when he recently re- 
turned from the South, and, in keep- 
ing with his custom, refused to put 
on an overcoat. 

In an eventful career in Europe, 
Asia and North America Mr. Holm 
| had acquired many honorary titles. 
Recently he had used the title of 
Prince, which was conferred upon 
him twelve years ago by Monte- 
negro. 

He received naval training while 
| @ youth in his native Denmark, but 
before he was 20 he embarked as 
a newspaper correspondent on his 
first adventures. His most widely 
advertised exploit was an expedition | 
into the interior of China in search 
of a monolithic tablet in the tomb |. 


of Nestor, known as the Nestorian | 
Monument, which dated back to the| 
eighth century. He brought back a| 
two-ton replica of the monument, | 
which was exhibited in the Metro- 

pobten Museum from 1908 to 1916. | 

t is now in the Lateran Muesum at 
Rome, 

In October, 1919, he married Miss 
-| Marguerite L. Green, daughter of | 
.; the late Warren L. Green, president 
n|Of the American Bank Note Com- 
| Pany and the present Mrs. Edouard 

de Wolf of Paris. Mrs. Holm died in | 
S| Paris in November, 1928. 

’ In 1928 he published a peace plan 

: that drew encomiums from ‘Colonel 

i | E. H. House. It was recently print- |. 
| 
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ed in the Congressional Record. 
DANCE IN RELIGION 
ENDE 


‘Danish Writer, 
Dies Here at 49 


Explorer, Decorated by 4€ 
Nations and the Pope. 
Is Victim of Pneumonia 


His Career Diversified 


| Expected to Inherit Millions 
of Late Warren L. Green 


Dr. Frits Holm, Danish writer and ex- 
plorer, died of double pneumonia yes- 
térday at the St. Regis. He had re- 
turned to New York a fortnight ago 
from a visit to Miami, Fla., and during 
@ subsequent cold spell went about 


without his overcoat, as was his habit. 
In his last hours he was visited by 
George Peabody Converse and Mrs, 
Converse, who ts Anita Stewart, motion 
picture actress. Mr. Converse was re- 
lated to Dr. Holm by marriage. Dr. 
Holm, in 1911, married Marguerite 
Macdonough Green, only child of the 
laté Warren "L. Green, who was prési- 
dent of the American Bank Note Com- 
pany. Mrs. Holm died in Paris in Oc- 
tober, 1928, Her mother, now Mrs. 
Edouard de Wolf,fi lives in France. 
Held Decorations of Forty Nations 


Upon her death, Dr. Holm had ex- 
pected to inherit the fortune left to his 
mother-in-law by Mr. Green, which was 
estimated at $10,000,000. 

Dr. Holm was forty-nine years old 
and in his life time he had traveled 
over a large part of the world. He was 
‘decorated by forty nations and by the 
Holy See, and many titles were con- 
ferred upon him. King Nicholas of 
Montenegro, made him a prince and 
gave him the rank of lieutenant-gen- 
eral. Dr. Holm as the diplomatic envoy 
of San Marino, attended the inaugura- 
tion of Warren G. Harding. Subse- 
quently, according to the biographical 
sketch which he prepared as a pros- 
pectus for his lecture tours in this 
country, he became the head of a ‘“‘com- 
pany controlling the secret service 
trilogy by H. S. H., the Duke of Xensi,” 
and prepared a book of heraldicnumis- 
mastic nature. 

Dr. Holm was born af Charlotten- 
lund, near Copenhagen, his father be- 
ing at that time in the Danish con- 
sular service. The som was educated 
for a commission in the navy, but 
after a visit to the Paris Exposition in 
1900, he resigned from the sea service 
and went to the Far East, where dur- 
ing the Russo-Japanese war he was 
correspondent for Danish newspapers. 

Returning to Europe by way of the 
United States, he visitea the St. Louis 
World’s Fair of 1904 and then did 
joarnalistic work in London for the 
late Earl of Kintore. At twenty-five he 
organized a scientific expedition which 
visited Sian-Fu in the interior of 
China, from where Dr. Holm brought 
to America, in 1808 a two-ton repro- 
duction of the famous Nestorian Mon- 
ument of the eighth century. The 
monument was exhibited for eight 
years in the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, and then, when Mrs. George Leary 
bought it for $22,000, Dr. Holm took it 
to Rome and presented it to the Pope, 
who placed it in the Museum of 
Christian Antiques of the Lateran 
Palace. 

Gave League Unique Proposal 

Dr. Holm donatec full-size plaster re- 
productions of the monument to seven 
governments and sold an eighth repro- 
duction to Yale. From 1909 to 1912 
he did literary criticism for ‘The New 
York Times” and lectured in the United 
States and other countries. 

A year ago he sent to thc League of 
Nations a proposal that in time of war 
the members of the governments and 
legislatures of the belligerent countries 
be sent to the front as privates in the 
infantry. He suggested that similar 
service also be imposed upon the clergy. 

After his marriage, Dr. Holm lived 
mostly in Europe, particularly in Paris. 
Half of his father-in-law’s estate went 
to Mrs, Holm upon her mother’s second 
marriage, but when Mrs, Holm *died 
the interest from her share did not pass 
on to her husband. 
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